


 

For the past two years, I’ve lived across the street from 
Goudy Elementary School. I will confess, up until a few 
months ago, I didn’t know—as a childless single person—I 
even could get involved with the Goudy school community. I 
have recently been appointed as a community rep on the 
Goudy LSC and I want to continue the work begun 
 
I believe that public schools are public goods, that 
communities thrive when schools thrive, and that all people 
benefit from strong public schools. I also know how crucial it 
is for new-comers to the neighborhood like myself to 
understand the importance of Goudy and its position in the 
lives of the students, parents, teachers, and staff who live and 
work here. 
 
I know how challenging this Fall already is. That it will require a ton of creative solutions and radical 
empathy in working together. As a white man running for the community rep seat on Goudy LSC, I 
must practice cultural competency, listen with humility, and seek to understand the needs and 
questions of the community, as though they were my own. 
 
I have a background of sixteen years in Chicago as an arts-maker and arts-administrator. For thirteen 
years, I’ve been a company member with the storytelling collective, 2nd Story. I’ve worked with 
large cultural institutions like Steppenwolf Theatre Company, and mid-sized non-profits like Young 
Chicago Authors, where I currently work administering (though not teaching) creative writing 
programs with schools, colleges & universities, and corporations. It is through this work that I see 
the value in a student-centered approach to learning, to creating and facilitating spaces for young 
people to be their fullest selves. I have also, through a professional life that has crossed over 
between theatre, literary arts, live lit, spoken word, hi-hop, and restaurants, cultivated an 
understanding of how to begin to solve complex problems and a language to speak across 
difference. 
 
Thank you. 
 
-Nicholas Ward 
 

 



Dr. Angel Alvarez 
For Goudy LSC community representative 
 

I am a scientist, inventor, advocate, and 
teacher, but the only title that has ever 
mattered to me was being a dad. I love 
Goudy and dedicated to making sure our 
children to reach their potential. If you are 
like me, you understand there is no greater responsibility we 
have than to nurture our children's development. You know that 
"good enough" is not good enough for them.  

I advocated for higher standards in math and reading. I 
advocated for better personalized and differentiated learning. I 
published a report on racial disparities in discipline and 
proposed reforms to correct these problems. I warned CPS 
officials of the coming pandemic and recommended contingency 
planning to mitigate adverse effects of remote learning. I 
proposed the Goudy Parade to lift our children’s spirits. That is 
why I was against cutting funding for Goudy when our taxes 
keep increasing. That is why I am running to join the LSC 
because we need dedicated and passionate leaders with integrity 
to make Goudy a safe, fun, and exceptional school.  

 

You want the best for your children….      
       So do I. 











School: William C Goudy Technology Academy  
Candidate’s Name: Enid Montague, PhD             
Date: 10-01-2020 
 
 
My name is Enid Montague. I am a professor at DePaul University 
in the school of computing and a mother of 2 children who 
attend William C Goudy Technology Academy and I am currently 
an interim LSC parent representative for August 2020- January 
2021. 
 
I am an engineer by training and have had a long career 
promoting diversity and inclusion in engineering disciplines and 
STEM education. I’ve actively participated in national professional 
organizations such as the National Society of Black Engineers, Society of Women Engineers, 
Grace Hopper women in computing, and Tapis diversity in computing. I’ve also been a mentor 
to unrepresented students in STEM in junior high school, high school, and college through 
programs like Expanding your Horizons Chicago. My commitment and love for engineering and 
diversity are what attracted me to Goudy Elementary and I am eager to serve the community of 
students, educators, administrators and parents.  
 
Though we speak English at home, our daughter attended a Spanish and Mandarin immersion 
preschool because we value multilingualism. After that I won a Fulbright award and our family 
spent a year in Europe. During that time our children attended school in the UK and I was 
inspired by the diverse education they received. Black history included lessons about African 
and Caribbean history, we attended the largest Diwali celebration outside of India, and cultural 
and language diversity was truly celebrated and incorporated into the curriculum. I continue to 
work to create an inclusive community by listening and responding to the needs of others. For 
example, we host meals in our home for African American, LatinX and international college 
students. Hosting meals help us understand those who have experiences shaped by 
race/ethnicity, or immigration, in our city. They also help us build a supportive community to 
help students be successful.  
 
Unique qualifications that I have for the upcoming years are that I’m an active researcher, 
writer and speaker about mental health care for students and digital solutions to provide 
comprehensive access to assessment and treatment to all people. I also have graduate level 
certifications in digital education and accessibility for students with disabilities. I worked for 
several years to develop training programs for digital education for faculty and participated in 
training for online teaching at several institutions. I’ve also taught in blended and online 
courses for over 8 years. Most of my training is for university students, but I am familiar with 
the academic literature about digital engagement, learning outcomes and tools. This knowledge 
may be useful in conversations about supporting students, parents, faculty and administrators 
in transitions between remote and face to face learning.  




